THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
cause of individual rights. From the equality of rights springs
identity of our highest interests; you cannot subvert your
neighbors' rights without striking a dangerous blow at your
own. And when the rights of one cannot be infringed without
finding a ready defense in all others who defend their own
rights in defending his, then, and only then, are the rights
of all safe against the usurpations of governmental authority.
This general identity of interests is the only thing that can
guarantee the stability of democratic institutions. Equality of
rights, embodied in general self-government, is the great moral
element of true democracy; it is the only reliable safety-valve
in the machinery of modern society. There is the solid founda-
tion of our system of government; there is our mission; there
is our greatness; there is our safety; there, and nowhere else!
This is true Americanism, and to this I pay the tribute of my
devotion."

I then proceeded to point out the inevitable consequences
in a democratic republic of any deviation from this principle,
admitting at the same time the local or temporary inconven-
iences and difficulties apt to arise from a general application of
it. I passed 'some of them in review and said:

" True, there are difficulties connected with an organiza-
tion of society founded upon the basis of equal rights. Nobody
denies it.- A large number of those who come to you from
foreign lands are not as capable of taking part in the adminis-
tration of government as the man who was fortunate enough
to drink the milk of liberty in his cradle. And certain religious
denominations do, perhaps, nourish principles which are hardly
in accordance with the doctrines of true democracy. There is
a conglomeration on this continent of heterogeneous elements;
there is a warfare of clashing interests and unruly aspirations;
and with all this, our democratic system gives rights to thells, and waters around me began to teem with
